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Welcome to AP Calculus AB  
I am very excited to spend this next year with you! Math has always been one of my favorite subjects, and I can’t wait to share it all with you. Together we will work through and discover how Calculus is used in everyday life as well as understand some of the deeper contexts rooted in Calc! I am looking forward to a great year.
!  Keep in mind this course will mimic a college level class and have such expectations of what a college student should display. You are all bright minds, ready and able to learn and I will push you to excel and be that perfect Mathematician by using correct language, mathematical symbols, and most of all clear, correct, and precise problem solving.

Walk the Walk, and Talk the Talk!
Course Description
Please visit the following website for a breakdown of what AP Calculus AB is about.
https://secure-media.collegeboard.org/digitalServices/pdf/ap/ap-calculus-ab-and-bc-course-and-exam-description.pdf
  You will need to put more effort into this class than previous math courses. You will be remembering old skills and applying them to new skills. It’s a lot of work, but you can do it!


Highly Recommended Materials: 
· One 1.5” or 2” binder 
· Binder paper for homework/classwork/notes






· A least 2 pencils



· Eraser(s)

· Calculator:  In class I will be using a TI-84 CE, I recommend getting a TI-84 for it is useful in AP Calc and AP Stats at WHS. TI-89 (or further models) are also acceptable but will vary in commands; you will be responsible for learning those commands on your own if you wish to use a TI-89 (or further models). Collegeboard.com has a list of TI’s that are acceptable for the AP test.
Classwork/Homework/Projects Policies:
· I will be practicing the norm of giving you the first 5 minutes of class to work with your fellow peers on homework questions. Take advantage of this opportunity, I too am available. Papers must be turned in after the 5 minutes are up at the beginning of the class period (unless otherwise stated). Students may turn in late classwork/homework by using one of their Baca Bucks and no point penalty will incur up until the chapter test. Afterwards, all work not turned in will receive a 0. 
· There just is not enough time for me to check every problem that you do and give you valuable feedback. Just because you get full credit (10 points) on homework does not necessarily reflect the level of understanding of the material. It is imperative that you understand the material yourself and the homework is an aid for exposure to such problems in order to master skills and procedures. 

· HARD cutoff deadline for any missed/late/absent work will be strictly enforced to the original date of the unit/chapter test. Any work not turned in will automatically result in a 0.
· Turn in neat work. Papers are expected to be clean, organized, and without shaggy edges or wrinkles. As one of my college professors once said, “If you’re going to turn in your work like that, you should put someone else’s name on it. Be proud of your work and represent it.”
· Homework will be assigned nightly unless otherwise stated in class. 

· Show ALL your work, I need to see that you attempted the problem.  A list of answers counts as a zero.

· All homework must be completed alone; any copied work will be considered plagiarism and receive a 0.
· Baca Bucks: this is a type of class cash that is available for students to earn by receiving an A on any test or major quiz. Baca Bucks can be used to turn in late classwork, late homework, or turning in two (2) to receive full credit on a homework assignment (only up to 10 points).
· When a student is absent, it is their responsibility to check in for any work they are missing. Students can ask other students but are highly encouraged to check the “While you were out” box.
·  Emailing in advance shows responsibility and is received well. Students have one day from the time they were absent to turn in any missing work.
Student Initial ___________  Parent Initial _________
Missed Class:

· When you miss class for a sport, field trip, sickness, or other: you are responsible for the missed notes, assignments and or exams. Missed assignments are due the next class period unless you were ill, then you may have an extra day.

· Only excused absences will be allowed to turn in homework, take tests, and earn any missed credit from that day without penalty. Unexcused absences will receive a 0 for any work due, assigned, or given for that day. You and your parent are responsible for getting that absence taken care of with Attendance.
· If you are absent on the day of a Chapter review and return the day of the test, you are still responsible for taking the test. No new material has been covered on review day. These days are vital and very useful for your studying. Please plan doctor apt or other outside events for after math class.
· If absent on test day, you will be given a different version of the test that is of equal rigor. It is not advised to miss class on the day of an exam.
Student Initial ___________  Parent Initial _________
Cheating:
· Attached is a copy of the Academic Honesty Agreement you signed and entered into with WHS, these apply to the classroom. 
· If caught cheating on homework/tests/quizzes or anything that is graded and affects your grade, you and all other parties involved will receive a 0, get an email sent home to parents, assertive discipline update in your record (homework), and a referral to administration (tests/quizzes).
· If caught cheating on a test there will be no possibility to use your 1 retake for that specific test, it will remain a 0.
· If caught cheating on a test/quiz any extra credit that is offered to the class will NOT be offered/possible for you to earn from the moment of the violation to the end of the 2018-2019 school year.
Student Initial ___________  Parent Initial _________
Cell Phone Policy
· Tests administration norms: All cell phones will be collected on the day of exams and returned once all tests have been turned in. 
· This is a college level class, that being said in my experience it has been clear to me that those who have their phones out become a distraction to themselves, those around them, and to the instructor. Your cell phones are expected to remain put away. 

	1st offense:
I’ll ask you to put it away
	2nd offense:
I will hold onto your phone till the end of class and return it to you thereafter. 
	3rd offense:
I will submit your phone to the office for your parent to reclaim at the end of the school day.


Student Initial ___________  Parent Initial _________
Classroom Expectations & Responsibilities:
· In our classroom it is expected to have the best possible learning environment for everyone.  Disruptions will not be tolerated in class and negative consequences will be given after sufficient warnings.
· Students should be respectful to each other and be flexible with other’s learning habits. Students must choose to take a positive attitude and make the class a better place. Students should keep rude or potentially harmful and/or negative comments to themselves.  

· It is expected that students use and practice formal language during class time. This is an academic environment and should be treated as such.
Student Initial ___________  Parent Initial _________
Aeries Login: 
Your family is responsible to maintain and regularly check your aeries gradebook for this class. In regular circumstances expect your grade to be updated on a weekly basis but teachers are allowed 2 weeks to have grades updated. If you are wanting an update on your grade after 2 weeks please feel free to email me as a reminder, it would be much appreciated!                                                                                        
Student Initial ___________  Parent Initial _________
Tests and Quizzes Policies:
· Students are allowed 1 retake of a test per semester to improve their score. Tests scoring below 70% are allowed to be retaken for a maximum increase from the original score to a 70% (passing).

· The window for retakes of that specific test must occur from when the test was returned, to when the next (unit/chapter) test occurs. The goal is to have students reflect on that material in a short period to master that content since most algebraic skills and concepts build on top of one another.
· No retakes for Mini or Major quizzes.
· All retakes and absent tests will occur every Thursday at lunch. This is the set day for ALL students (Integrated 1, AP stats, AP Calculus, and possibly other math classes) to come and have their respective test administered by a teacher.
·  ** Absent for a test? You MUST take the test by the closest coming Thursday of after your return to class Example: Test on Monday but absent, return to class on Wed, then you're test time is Thursday of that week. This day (Thursday) is to take priority over all other meetings as it is your responsibility since you've missed the scheduled test date**
· All tests are secured. These tests are used by the members of the WHS Math Department so a level of security is maintained year round. Tests will remain in class and can be viewed upon student request before class, break, lunch, or after class as long as I am present in class.
Student Initial ___________  Parent Initial _________

Tests and Quizzes Policies (Continued):

· Every student is encouraged to legitimately try every math problem on a test or quiz.

· Partial credit is always an option, where due.

· Rewriting the math problem does not get any credit nor is a legit attempt, please don’t negotiate for credit if this is the only thing written down when I am grading the problem.

· Showing your steps and math IS what I’m looking for. An answer of x= 2 without work will not get full credit, even if correct. “The answer to the universe is 42” What?!

· When in testing mode, I may move students around before, during, after the test. Do not take offense, it is for your comfort, my comfort, and class security reasons. 

· Bathroom breaks are temperately suspended during tests unless test is submitted for a final grade. PLEASE use the bathroom before class or hold it till your test is submitted, know your bladder. 

· PLEASE THINK SERIOUSLY about what you eat or drink on day of the test. Water takes approx. 30-40 minutes, coffee approx. 20-45 minutes.

· Bring a book, drawing, write me a math story, work on other class work quietly after test is turned in, until the last test is submitted, kindly remain quiet and respect test takers, as they have been for you.

· Test end 5 minutes before class dismissal. Time for clean-up and cell phone return is needed.

· Tests start when desks are cleared off with only the specified materials visible. 

· Hats, earbuds [wireless or wired, not around your ears], hoods are to be removed from body during tests. I need to see your face, even if you are looking down.
Student Initial ___________  Parent Initial _________
Daily Mini Quizzes

· You will be given a daily mini quiz each day. This will be based on what we have recently learned, or a compilation of topics we have learned. 

· If you are late to class and have missed the mini quiz you will receive a 0. Similarly, if you arrive during any part of the mini quiz you will only have whatever time is remaining that has been allotted for the mini quiz, and will be scored regularly with everyone else’s min quiz. Be on time!

· If you do not have your appropriate materials with you for the mini quiz you will have to take it with what you have. 

· Be prepared each class. Do not find yourself walking into class not knowing the concepts of what we learned, as we will build upon it with a new topic each day. 
Student Initial ___________  Parent Initial _________
Classroom Rules:
1. Be in your seat and ready to work BEFORE the bell rings.

2. Bring required materials to every class.

3. Follow directions the first time they are given to ensure a steady flow.
4. Treat everyone and their property respectfully.
5. Explore Calc! Enjoy it! I’m here to elevate your knowledge in Calc and make concepts useful in your life.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I have read and understood the course syllabus and agree to the class expectations and policies.
Print Student’s Name



Student Signature

Print Parent’s Name



Parent Signature

Parent Email




Phone Number (the best number to reach you)

Date

Grades:


20% Final


64% Tests/Major Quizzes


11% Homework/ Reviews


5% Mini Quizzes








This must be signed by each student and their parent(s) then returned to �Mr. Baca for 10 homework points and to receive your first Baca Buck!
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